
AMIDEAST Education Abroad Programs 

Course Title:   
Journeys through Foreign Worlds: Travel, Travel Narratives, and Tourism in the Middle East 

Credits:  3.0 
Contact hours:  45 

Aims and Objectives of the Course: 
This is a seminar-style, multi-disciplinary course that critically examines the nature of travel and 
tourism in the Middle East. This course will familiarize you with some theories of travel and tourism, 
and introduce you to the travel writings by Arabs during the medieval and modern periods, as well as 
travel narratives written by Europeans and Americans who have visited and explored the Middle East. 
You will engage with the readings in this course through weekly class discussions and six writing 
assignments.  

Course Description: 
Why do we travel now, and why have men and women traveled in the past? According to the 
philosopher George Santayana, we sometimes travel “to escape into open solitudes, into aimlessness, 
… to sharpen the edge of life, to taste hardship.” For others, the reasons may have been more
pragmatic or practical: in search of knowledge, to perform pilgrimages, conduct trade, or escape war 
and destruction. In this multi-disciplinary course, we will examine the nature of travel, writings about 
travel, and the cultural encounter inherent in travel to and from the Middle East from the medieval 
period to the present day. We will examine what it means to be a tourist and a traveler, and whether 
there are differences between the two. We will also look at tourism as an industry in the modern and 
contemporary Middle East, using Jordan and Palestine as a case studies. As study-abroad students, you 
will be asked to share your experiences and critical reflections as a traveler and tourist in Jordan and 
the region, and bring those insights to bear upon your readings and discussions. 

Learning outcomes for the course 
By the completion of this course, students will be able to: 

 Approach tourism and travel from a critical perspective

 Identify characteristics of the medieval Arabic rihla (travel narrative)

 Explain the differences in travel writing (topics, approaches, purposes) across time and
space

 Recognize the role of the modern state in inventing and promoting “heritage” to
support tourism

Knowledge 
This course is designed to assist students to acquire and demonstrate knowledge about: 

 Theories about the nature of travel and tourism

**This is a real syllabus for this course, but please note that there may be changes for each semester. 



 Travelers to and from the Middle East during the medieval and modern periods

 The revelatory aspects of travel writing (what they can tell us about “Self” and
“Other”).

Skills 
This course is designed to assist students in acquiring or enhancing the following skills: 

 Critical thinking about the nature of travel and tourism

 Critical reading and engagement with primary texts

 Articulate thoughts and ideas clearly and coherently, either in writing or orally

Attitudes 
This course is designed to encourage development of the following attitudes: 

 Self-awareness and self-reflection when traveling to foreign cities or countries
(including Jordan)

 An interest in traveling and visiting foreign places

 An appreciation for the genre of travel writing

Required Reading 
Please see the course outline for required readings for each class meeting. Readings will be made 
available to you via a shared Google Drive folder and/or a course packet.  

Optional Reading 
Occasionally, I will indicate recommended, optional readings for each week. Like the required readings, 
these will also be available to you via Google Drive.  

Students may need to supplement their knowledge of the Middle East and Middle Eastern history with 
additional readings. If there are any gaps in your knowledge that you become aware of during this 
course, the following are some good references to consult:  

Eugene Rogan, The Arabs: A History. Basic Books, 2009. 
William L. Cleveland, A History of the Modern Middle East, 5th edition. Westview Press, 2012.   
Albert Hourani, A History of the Arab Peoples. Harvard University Press, 1991. (A bit dated, wonderfully 
written, and provides a good overview of the medieval and early modern periods of Arab/Middle 
Eastern history).  
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Assessment Overview 

Item Due Date Weight 
Participation + Attendance (Cumulative) 20% 
Essay 1 Week 2 10% 
Essay 2 Week 4 15% 
Amman site visit report Week 6 10% 
Essay 3 Week 8 15% 
Essay 4 Week 10 15% 
Essay 5 Week 14 15% 

Participation includes: 

 Punctual and regular attendance. Failure to attend class will negatively affect your grade. See “Overview of
Attendance Policy” below

 Good citizenship in class. This means being actively engaged with your classmates and instructor in
discussion, respecting the variety of ideas expressed during the class discussions, and treating each other
with respect. Good citizenship also means that you are required to respect class time as exactly that, and
not use it for any other purpose.

 Readings:  You are expected to have completed careful readings of the assigned texts in
preparation for discussion in class. You will demonstrate your careful and thoughtful preparation of
the reading by participating in class discussion.

Writing Assignments (Essays and Site Report): 
All writing assignments are due as indicated in the syllabus; you can find the due dates in the 
assessment table above and embedded within the weekly course schedule. Please check when papers 
are due and plan accordingly. If a paper is due on a day other than Monday, you must email your 
papers to me by 5pm on the day it’s due. If your paper is due on a Monday when we meet for class, you 
must submit the paper to me at the beginning of class. No extensions will be allowed.  

When submitting your papers, please use 12-point New Times Roman font and standard margins. 
Paper lengths are given in word-length and not page-length, so please make sure you meet those 
requirements.  

The papers you will write during the course of this semester will require you to engage with ideas 
presented in the readings. Sometimes you will bring those ideas to bear upon your own experiences 
traveling and visiting tourist sites in Jordan and Palestine; other times, you will be asked to approach 
the readings from a particular perspective to tease out themes or concepts that require more 
investigation. Detailed descriptions of the assignments will be handed out in class, at least two weeks 
before the papers are due. Brief descriptions are as follows:  

 Essay 1: Short essay (500-750 words) on your impressions being in Jordan since you arrived a
few weeks ago. Even though you are not here for tourism per se, are you engaging in any
“tourist practices”? Do you find them “authentic,” or “staged”?

 Essay 2: Short paper of 1000-1250 words. Essay prompt to be handed out in class on week 1.
This paper will based on your group excursion to Jersash and Ajloun.
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 Essay 3: Short paper of 1000-1250 words, based on the Arabic rihla. Essay prompt TBD.

 Amman Site Report: Short paper (750-1000 words). You will be provided with instructions and
requirements. 

 Essay 4: Short paper of 1000-1250 words. Essay prompt TBD

 Essay 5: Short paper of 1000-1250 words. Essay prompt TBD

Overview of Attendance Policy       
Students are permitted one unexcused absence during this course. If a student has more than the 
permitted number of unexcused absences  his/her grade for the course will be lowered by one “mark” 
for each additional unexcused absence.  For example, after two unexcused absences an A becomes an 
A-; after three an A becomes a B+; after four an A becomes a B, etc.  

An unexcused absence is one not caused by illness or otherwise not approved by AMIDEAST staff. An 
excused absence means written approval from the Program Manager (and sometimes a doctor) 
justifying the absence. Arriving late to class may also count towards an absence.     
The engagement grade will depend on both the quality and the quantity of student’s comments and 
questions and shall account for a portion of the total course grade. 

Summary of Attendance Policy 
1. Three occurrences of tardiness are equivalent to one unexcused absence; each subsequent

instance of tardiness is considered an additional unexcused absence.
2. Students are expected to do the required reading before class, volunteer for presentations and

participate actively in class discussions.
3. Excused absences are determined by the lead AMIDEAST staff member; in some instances a

doctor’s certification may be required.
4. Deadlines must be respected, even in cases of excused absences.
5. Students are responsible for getting homework assignments they miss and submitting it in a timely

manner. Assignments turned in after the due date will result in a penalty to be determined by the
instructor.

6. Any assignments not submitted will result in that assignment being given a grade of 0 (zero).
7. The Attendance Policy is applied until the last day of the program.

Grading Scale 

Numerical Letter Quality Points 

93‐100 A 4.000 

90‐92 A‐ 3.667 

87‐89 B+ 3.333 

83‐86 B 3.000 

80‐82 B‐ 2.667 

77‐79 C+ 2.333 

73‐76 C 2.000 

70‐72 C‐ 1.667 

67‐69 D+ 1.333 

63‐66 D 1.000 

60‐62 D‐ 0.667 

Below 60 F 0.000 

**This is a real syllabus for this course, but please note that there may be changes for each semester.



COURSE SCHEDULE 

WHY DO WE TRAVEL? 
Week One 
Readings: 
Pico Iyer, “Why we travel” (18 March 2000, Salon.com; 

http://www.worldhum.com/print/item/features/why-we-travel-20081213/) 4 pages.   
Paul Theroux, “Why we travel” (The New York Times, 1 April 2011), 7 pages.  
George Santayana, “The Philosophy of Travel,” in The Birth of Reason and Other Essays, edited by 

Daniel Cory (New York: Columbia University Press, 1968): pp. 5-17. 
Edwin Dobb, “Where the good begins: Notes on the art of modern travel”, Harper’s Magazine, July 

1998, pp. 59-66. 

TOURISTS AND TOURISM 
Week Two 
Readings:  
John Urry, The Tourist Gaze: Leisure and Travel in Contemporary Society (London: Sage Publications, 

1990). Chapter 1: The Tourist Gaze (pp.1-15) 
Dean MacCannell, The Tourist: A New theory of the Leisure Class (Berkeley: University of California 

Press, 1999): “Introduction” (pp. 1-16); and “Chapter 1: Modernity and the Production of Touristic 
Experiences” (pp. 17-37). 

Amitav Ghosh, “The Imam and the Indian,” in The Imam and the Indian: Prose Pieces (Delhi: Ravi Dayal, 
2002): pp. 1-12 
https://books.google.jo/books?id=QQHp9wsWaZcC&lpg=PP1&pg=PR16#v=twopage&q&f=false 

Optional reading: 
Orfar Lofgren, On Holiday: A History of Vacationing. “Introduction”, pp. 1-10; “Looking for Tourists”, 

260-282. 

Essay 1 due in class 

**Week Three 
NO CLASS (Excursion to Jerash and Ajlun)**  
Optional Reading:  
Julian M.C. Bowsher, “An Early Nineteenth century account of Jerash and the Decapolis: The Records of William 

John Bankes,” Levant: The Journal of the Council for British Research in the Levant, Vol 29:1 (1997): pp. 227-
246. 

John Burckhart, Travels in Syria and the Holy Land, on “Djerash” pp. 251-264 (available online at 
https://archive.org/details/b22017355) 

TRAVEL IN THE PAST 
Week Four 
Medieval travel and early Arabic travel narratives  
Readings: 
Robert Irwin, Night and Horses and the Desert: An Anthology of Classical Arabic Literature (Woodstock: Overlook 

Press, 2000), “Chapter 1: Pagan Poets”, pp. 1-29. 
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Houari Touati, Islam and Travel in the Middle Ages (Chicago: University of Chicago Press,  2010), Chapter 7: 
Writing the Voyage (pp. 221-255) 

Selections from Abu Zayd al-Sirafi, “Accounts to China and India (Akhbar as-Sin wa’l-Hind),”in Two Arabic Travel 
Books, edited and translated by James Montgomery. (New York: New York University Press, 2014).  

S.D. Goitein, A Mediterranean Society: The Jewish Communities of the Arab World as portrayed in the Cairo 
Geniza, Vol. I, “Travel and Seafaring”, pp. 273-281, 294-332, 346-352. 

Aziz al-Azmeh, “Barbarians in Arab Eyes,” Past & Present, No. 134 (Feb., 1992), pp. 3-18 

Essay 2 due in class (based on the visit to Jerash & Ajloun) 

Week Five 
The Traveler as Pilgrim 
Selections from The Travels of Ibn Jubayr, translated by R. J. C. Broadhurst, pp. 69-126. 
Selections from The Itinerary of Benjamin of Tudela, pp. 69-108. 
“Al-Abdari: the Disgruntled Traveler,” in Tabish Khair, et al, eds. Other Routes: 1500 Years of African and Asian 

Travel Writing (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 2005): 281-288. 

Week Six  
The Rihla: Travel in search of knowledge (I) 
Readings: 
Selections from The Travels of Ibn Battuta, translated by Tim Mackintosh-Smith (Picador, 2002).  
Ross Dunn, The Adventures of Ibn Battuta: A Muslim Traveler of the 14th Century. (Berkeley: University of 

California Press, 2005): “Introduction”, pp. 1-13; “Tangier,” 13-26; and “The Rihla,” pp. 310-320. 

Amman site visit report due in class 

Week Seven 
**NO CLASS (Fall break)** 
Week Eight 
The Rihla: Travel in Search of Knowledge (II)  
Rifat al-Tahtawi, An Imam in Paris: An Account of a Stay in France by an Egyptian Cleric, 1826-1831. Translated 

by Daniel L. Newmann (London: Saqi Books, 2012). Pp 130-187; 273-287. 
Sayyed Qutb, “The America I have seen,” (1951).  

Essay 3 due in class 

TRAVEL AND EMPIRE 
Week Nine 
Exploration, empire, and the cultural encounter 
Selections from Lady Mary Wortley Montagu’s “Turkish Embassy Letters.” Available online at 

https://andromeda.rutgers.edu/~jlynch/Texts/montagu-letters.html  
John Burckhardt, Travels in Syria and the Holy Land, selections. Available online at 

https://archive.org/details/b22017355. 
Selections from Gustav Flaubert, Flaubert in Egypt. 
Edward Said, Orientalism, Introduction (pp. 1-28) 

Week Ten 
Modern tourism and the 19th century rediscovery of the Holy Land 
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F. Robert Hunter, “Tourism and Empire: The Thomas Cook & Son Enterprise on the Nile, 1868-1914,” Middle 
Eastern Studies, Vol 40, No. 5 (2004): pp. 28-54.  

Selections from Mark Twain, Innocents Abroad (1869). 
Stephanie Stidham Rogers, Inventing the Holy Land: American Protestant Pilgrimage to Palestine, 1865-1941 

(Lanham, MD: Lexington Books, 2011), Chapter 2, American Protestants and Palestine, pp. 21-58. 
Issam Nassar, “’Biblification’ in the service of colonialism: Jerusalem in 19th century photography,” Third Text, 

Vol. 20, Issue 3/4, (2006): pp.317–326. 
Browse the Matson Photography Collection at the Library of Congress 

(http://www.loc.gov/pictures/collection/matpc/) and the Instagram account @Imaginingtheholy (a research 
project on unused photographs taken of Palestine in the 1920s and 1930s by National Geographic Society).  

Essay 4 due on week 10 (via email). 

MODERN AND CONTEMPORARY ISSUES IN TRAVEL AND TOURISM IN THE MIDDLE EAST 

Week Eleven 
The politics of tourism: the cases of Jordan and Palestine 
Reading 
Waleed Hazbun, Beaches, Ruins, Resorts: The Politics of Tourism in the Arab World (University of Minnesota 

Press, 2008): Chapter 3, “The Geopolitics of Tourism and the Making of the New Middle East,” pp. 77-131; 
and Chapter 4, “The Territorial Politics of Tourism in Jordan,” pp. 133-188 

Rebecca L. Stein, Itineraries in Conflict: Israelis, Palestinians, and the Politics Lives of Tourism (Duke University 
Press, 2008): Introduction (pp. 1-18) and Chapter 1, Regional Routes: Israeli Tourists and the New Middle 
East, (pp. 19-44).  

**Week Twelve NO CLASS (Biblical excursion) **  

Week Thirteen 
Culture, heritage, and tourism 
Readings 
Rami Farouk Daher, “Reconceptualizing Tourism in the Middle East: Place, Heritage, Mobility and 

Competitiveness,” in Rami Farouk Daher ed., Tourism in the Middle East: Continuity, Change, and 
Transformation (Clevedon: Channel View Publications, 2007): pp. 1-69.  

Shatha Abu Khafajah and Rama al-Rabady, “The ‘Jordanian’ Roman Complex: Reinventing Urban 
Landscape to Accommodate Globalization,” Near Eastern Archaeology 76:3 (2013): pp. 186-192. 

Elena Corbett, Competitive Archaeology in Jordan: Narrating Identity from the Ottomans to the 
Hashemites (Austin: University of Texas Press, 2014): Chapter 7, Return to the Core: pp. 195-210. 

Week Fourteen  
Political tourism  
Kiera Feldman, “The Romance of Birthright Israel,” The Nation June 15, 2011 (approx. 18 pages) 

https://www.thenation.com/article/romance-birthright-israel/ 
Alexander Koensler and Cristina Papa, “Political Tourism in the Israeli-Palestinian Space,” Anthropology Today 

Vol 27, No. 2 (April 2011): pp. 13-17. 

Essay 5 due in class 

Week Fifteen Reflection Activity (TBD) 
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